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1. f & &8 EB & ME CHG?

nei5 zeoi3 zungl ji8 ge3 dong6 mat6é hai6 matl je5 aa3

L] 5% 13 & ¥ 25

maaul zyui gau?2 ngau4 joeng4 maab
e E3 E3
E Z
cong1 syu2 loub syu?2
[5Y)]
5 % 1F
maab laui tou3 zai2
Note: The measure word for most animals is % (zek3). E.g., — % 3@ (jat1 zek3 gau?2).

Also you can use the word 1% (zai2) for baby animals. E.g., 5@1% (gau2 zai2) means puppy.

Al il B S B 4 1%

2. I *= EEM R &8 FLC HIF?

nei5 zeoi8 zung1 ji8 ge3 ngaan4 sik1 hai6 mat1 je5 aa3

B REe e

haak1 sik1 fui1 sik1 fel sik1
e 8 =t
caang? sik1 zZi2 sik1

Ae =8 E&

hung4 sik1 wong4 sik1  laam4 sik1

“ & H &

luk6 sik1 baak6 sik1

Note: The magic word: DE% (9€3) links the colour to the noun. E.g., —TIEI,Z.\I@DE&EE% (jat1 go3
hung4 sik1 ge3 ping4 gwo2) meaning a red apple.
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3. MExBEBEM £ RGFZLC B

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 saang1 gwo?2 hai6é mat1 je5 aa3

& B 78 JI\

hoeng1 ziu1i sail gwal
A iz) o
lei4 caang4 toud
kB W+ 3 R NN EN
tai4 zi2 jed zi2 pingd gwo2 muk6 gwal mat6 gwa1l

Note: For most words, the measure word is ﬂﬁl go3.

Exceptions: —1|%§E (jat1 tiu4 hoeng1 ziu1) because they are long, unless you buy a bunch
which is —1‘;]’1_1?‘5% (jat1 so1 hoeng1 ziu1). If you want to count grapes, you can use _*XLL (jat1
lap1) used for any small, round item. Of course, you can also ask for —f% (jat1 bong2) for a

pound, or —/AFI' (jat1 gung1 gan1) for a kilo or —Fl' (jat1 gan1) for a catty (about 604g).
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4. f & 8 SBER m O BUF?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 jam2 ban2 haié mat1 je5 aal3

T 7K

zapi seoi2

| 1% JE A 44

so1 daa2 bel zau2 ho2 lok6

)Nz : 3 k

gaa3 fel caad naai5

H 8 41
baak6 zau2 hung4 zau2

Note: You can ask for —#F (jat1 bui1) a cup or —4& (jat1 zeon1) a bottle.
To say “Cheers” ﬁﬂﬂ: (jam2 bui1), literally drink cup.
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5. R &x &8 B R FZ T HIF?

nei5 zeoid zung1 ji3 ged coi3 hai6 mat1 je5 aa3

5 /I 5 M = i fin F

cengl gwat cengl ziut faan1 ke2 ke2 zai2

4 X 3 10\

saangi coi3 coi3 sam1
FaRETE THPERAE A1 E1f
sail laan4 faai je4 coi3 faat hung4 lo4 baak6 syu4 zai2

Note: If you know the word %— from potato, you can make crisps %)ﬁ" (syu4 pin2) crisps, literally
potato pieces, %ﬂ% (syu4 tiu2) chips, with the measure word for long, thin things and %ﬁ#
(syu4 beng?2) hash browns, literally potato cake. With tomatoes, you can also make %ﬁﬁ%

(faan1 ke2 zoeng3) or f]ﬁﬂ' (ke2 zap1) ketchup, or %ﬁﬁf‘l‘ (faan1 ke2 zap1) tomato juice.
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6. M Ex BEMEBE X KGKEEN?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 gwok3 gaal hai2 bin1 dou6 aa

7 B g 52 [ & El

hoeng1 gong2 zung1 gwok3 jing1 gwok3 dak1 gwok3

i G = E H 72

faat3 gwok3 pou4 gwok3 mei5 gwok3 jaté bun2
.

ME X e It o

gaal naa4 daai6 sail baan1 nga4

= =

Note: Add A (jan4) person to give your nationality. E.g., ﬁT,%EEA (ngo5 hai6 jing1 gwok3
jan4) | am English. Use the first syllable with X (man4) to say which language you speak. E.g., i:f,
EEE%}:Y (ngo5 sik1 gong? jing1 man4) | speak English. Use the word ﬁ (tung4) if you have

more than one language. E.g., ﬁ%“%ﬁ@ij{lﬁiﬁ}‘( (ngo5 sik1 gong2 jing1 man4 tung4 faat3
man4) | speak English and French.
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7. IR i B OE B R OO

neib5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 wan6 dung6 hai6 mat1 je5 aa3

EER B Ik 18 K i
bing1 bam1 bo1 zuk1 kau4 laam?2 kau4 paau2 bou6
i) | 7K & 3K

jyud gaat jaud seoi2 laam4 kau4

A BK P E K ==

mong5 kau4 jyus mou4 kau4 waat6 syut3

Note: Sporting activities may use the verb EF]- (daa2) to hit or E% (tek8) to kick, where in English we

would say ‘play’. E.g., FXFT EEEK (ngo5 daa2 laam4 kaud) | play basketball, but FX 15 £ FK
( ngo5 tek3 zuk1 kau4) | play football.
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8. i = &8 BBi1E MELT BT

neib zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 zik6 mat6 haié mat1 je5 aa3

=+ =+ +
16 7 = g
faal zuk cou2 syu6
= -+
% 1E 1E
guk1 faat laan4 faat
= =
X [z 1E W IR
taai3 joeng4 faatl mui4 gwai3
= 2 +
b A £ E &
sin1 jan4 zoeng2 sing3 daan3 syu6

Note: measure words for plants and flowers might be —ﬁ (jat1 pun4) a pot or —E'Z (jat1 zi1) a
stem, which is also used for pencils and sticks
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9. M =EEMA WEE—EI?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 jyut6 fan6 hai6 bin1 jat1 go3 aa3

—H —H = H b A

jat1 jyut6 ji6 jyut6 saam1 jyut6 sei3 jyut6
AR B LA /\ H
ng5 jyut6 luk6 jyut6 cati jyut6 baat3 jyut6
AR +TH +T—B8 +Z H
gau?2 jyuté sap6 jyut6 sap6 jat1 jyut6 sapb ji6 jyute

Note: date order in Chinese goes from YEAR (E nin4) to MONTH ( ﬁ jyut6) to DATE (";'Jﬁ, hou6,

literally number). E.g. The 19th August 1969 is — .75 JLEE/\ B T 158 (at1 gau2 luke gau2
nin4 baat3 jyut6 sap6 gau2 hou®).
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10. IR &= 88 2 2 BAZZ T2

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 sing1 kei4 gei2 aa3

= = — = —
2 R — EH T E R =
sing1 kei4 jat1 sing1 kei4ji6 sing1 kei4 saam1
(=] = = =
£ Hi g ER A 2 8 7%
sing1 kei4 sei3 sing1 kei4 ng5 sing1 kei4 luk6

£ H H

sing1 kei4 jat6

Note the tone difference between 1st tone Monday (E,H\H —) and 6th tone Sunday (E,H\H E|)
You may also hear *%?i (lai5 baai3) in place of E,Hﬁ (sing1 kei4). Don’t worry, both are OK.
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11.

i &x 8 EBERHR FCHI?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 niub leoi6 haié mat1 je5 aa3

gail jing1
P N

fo2 gaii

o
S 0H B

maau tau4 jing1

tin1 ngo4

i ok i

aap?2 gaap3 ngo4

& 35
kei4 ngo2

g%\“ Et%

jing1 moub

Note: bird is ‘Eﬁ{% (zoek3 zai2) in the spoken form, but ,% niu5 in the written form, and you see
the characters in the names of birds. E.g. ,ﬁi‘gﬁ (ma4 zoek2) sparrow and EE,% (to4 niub) ostrich.

‘gﬁ (zoek2) is for small birds, ,% (niub) for bigger ones and the measure word for birds is % (zek3).

2B 53 &

i = & Bl &

B Ik R FHBEEN?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 hoeng1 gong?2 leoi5 jau4 ging2 dim2 hai2 bin1 dou6 aa3

T8

saan1 deng2

s % 2 E

hoi2 joeng4 gung1 jyun2

= N
sap1 dei6 gung1 jyun2
-SSR ET

zoek3 zai2 gaaii

B2 8

fo1 hok3 gwun2

1L

si1 zi2 saani

' B #HIE#H

hoeng1 gong?2 dik6 si6 nei4 lok6 jyund

LR » E

gau2 lung4 gung1 jyun2

ARG

gam1 jyu4 gaail

X Z

taai3 hung1 gwun2

Note: 1,/% (haib) is the verb to be, used to translate am, is, are. However, if you want to express ‘to

be in’ a place, then you must use ﬂf,/% (hai2). E.g., ﬁf,/% (ngo5 hai6) | am..., but ﬁﬂﬁ% (ngo5 hai2) |
am in...(a place).
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R EEM % 23 D HIFe

nei5 zeoi3 zungl ji3 ge3 ngok6 hei3 hai6 mat1 je5 aa3

Y &k & & & a5 it

gu2 coeng4 dek2 fung1 dek2 git3 taal

E 3 E 3 E 3

= O = F R = BEtmE

kam4 hau2 kam4 sau2 fung1 kam4 sik1 si6 fung1
B E B =

N B Kig £

siu2 tai4 kam4 daai6 tai4 kam4

Note: Cantonese does not have one word to “play” an instrument. It depends what action you do
to it. So you TTES'Z (daa2 gu2) hit the drums, gﬂmn ﬁi";/ = (taan4 git3 taal/kam4) pluck the guitar/

piano, D)’Q (ceoil) anything that you blow and TLL (laai1) pull anything with a bow.

If you %jq:gﬁg (deoi3 ngau4 taan4 kam4) you play the violin in front of a cow, that is to say
bark up the wrong tree or choose the wrong audience.
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14. (FExERBI RS (ZCELT ?
4F B 4F R 0F BE 4F IR

hou? jit6 hou2 dung3 hou2 nyun5 hou2 loeng4
0 % E grERR B
hou2 do1 wan4 hou?2 ciu4 sap1 lok6 jyu5
8 X5 CRAI A e &
jaub taai3 jeung4 jaub coi2 hung4 jaub toi4 fung1

Note: Typhoon numbering system in Hong Kong.

T — R [ IK T3 = SR @ EK 18 /\ % &l EK
jat1 hou6 feng1 kau1 saam1 hou6 feng1 kau1 baat3 hou6 feng1 kau1
T9 A SR A EK TI0 T 5% E EK
gau2 hou6 feng1 kau1 sap6b houb feng1 kau1

A BEx B B B XRR &




5. EEEBMTE T BHBEZCEHIF?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 i3 gel3 gaaul tung1 gungl geoi6 hai6 mati1 je5 aa3

B$ B B E® BEHE KE

cel daan1 cel din6 daani ce1 fo2 ce1
Nt B+
dik1 si6 baai si6
N7 07 45 = e 1% fits
ding1 ding1 laam6 ce1 fei1 geit syun4

Note: you E‘T (daap3) taxis, trains, buses, trams, planes and boats, Et;K (caai2) bikes but 5%} :% (ked

maab) ride a horse and TE (zaal) drive a car.
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16. 1R &= & B iy uh BrB E 07

neib5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 dei6 tit3 zaam6 hai2 bin1 dou6 aa3

il 2 8 2 (7

zung1 waan4 gam1 zung1 waan1i zai2
5% B E & MR st
zim1 saal zeoi2 zo2 deon1 jau4 maa4 dei2
it & it &
wong6 kok3 bak1 gok3
8 4 L N BE i &% &
zyun3 sek6 saani gau?2 lung4 tong4 tung4 lo4 waan1

Note: In reply to the question Wxﬁi%}’él]ﬁ ? (nei5 heoi3 bin1 dou6 aa3) Where are you going?
the response takes this form: ﬁf + PLACE + verb phrase describing what you do there. E.g., ﬁ
ﬁfﬁ%/‘%&%ﬂﬁ (ngo5 heoi3 tung4 lo4 waan1 maaib je5)
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17.

iz i8 S & B iE BE E 17

neib zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 hoeng1 gong2 dei6 keoil hai2 bin1 dou6 aa3

P & R & N it &

zung1 sail keoii dung1 keoi naam4 keoi1 bak1 keoi1
NEBRE BERE S &
gau2 lung4 sing4 keoil sail gung1 keoil lei4 dou2 keoif

MY 5 & A U 1L

naam4 aal dou2 coeng4 zaut daai6 jyu4 saani

Note: Hong Kong has 18 district councils, or B S keoil ji3 wui2, with the islands mentioned
above all coming under the Islands District. Each district has a district councillor, elected every four

years and each district councillor, or &% & keoil ji3 jyun4, has an office in the community where

you can seek advice or raise issues about your neighbourhood and, of course, practice your
Cantonese!

iz B ERBEF B HHER

i = 2 S ERZCHI?

neib5 zeoil3 zung1 ji3 ge3 zit3 jat6 haié mat1 je5 aal

2 B ED #E (—H—H)

sing3 daan3 zit3 san1 nin4 (jat1 jyut6 jat1 jat6)
=22 kw3 == ~i / N K~
2 BT 15 A B 18 /& &0
nung4 liké san1 nin4 cing4 jan4 zit3 fuk6 wut6 zit3
=E favay ALl s pay
" BA &N U F Ef o R &R
cing1 ming4 zit3 dyun1 ng5 zit3 zung1 cauil zit3
2 ~i J\ = ~K
¥R EN X FR EN
mou5 can1 zit3 fué cani zit3

Note: To wish someone a happy whatever day, say the name of the festival and then add '|‘;:\l§.i§
(faai3 lok6) meaning happy. E.g., %ﬁﬁ'ﬁt\l% (san1 nin4 faai3 lok6) Happy New Year. This is also
used in & H|R %4 (saang1 jat6 faai3 lok6) Happy Birthday.
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R & B RW EHE FCEI?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 hing3 ceoi3 hai6é mat1 je5 aa3

i &= 6 5% £ 4 1T 1%

tai2 syul tai2 hei3 soeng5 mong5 daa2 geif
73
hE tH T M &=
zuk1 kei2 daa2 maa4 zoek2
=] 4o J—
1§ K Bk 5% s = 17 W
coeng3 K tiu3 moub waak6 waa2 haang4 saan1

Note: in Hong Kong, if you ask people in Hong Kong about their hobbies in English, they might tell
you “sleeping” HEJ“% (fan3 gaau3) to sleep or M‘E\ (jaut sik1) to take a rest or “shopping” 15'&_[

(haang4 gaai1) to shop, literally to walk the streets).

K& & 5 B HEEWE

ik BEE B & CHIF?

nei5 zeoi3 zung1 i3 zoek3 ge3 saam1 hai6 mat1 je5 aa3

TH

T-seot1 seot1 saam1
A A (e B4
kwan4 noi6 fu3 fu3 ngau4 zai2 fu3
(3 2 12 FRX
mat6 haai4 lau1 jyus jil

Note: There are two verbs for wear % (zoek3) used for most things and i!z (daai3) used for
glasses, hats and contact lenses. The measure words for items of clothing are very particular. E.g.,
ﬁ?ﬁk—]ﬁﬂl'é‘ (ngo5 daai3 jat1 deng2 mou?2) | wear a hat, but ?Ji%—{fFT'hIﬂ (ngo5 zoek3 jat1
gin6 T-seot1) | wear a shirt, and ﬁ%—ﬂ%?}i (ngo5 zoek3 jat1 tiu4 fu3). You can wear shoes and

socks as pairs —i\j (jat1 deoi3) or if you are referring to one of a pair then you must use

— 3= (jat1 zek3).
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